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Mickey, George H. Pusher ¥ “An exccliont fly aushor
: ' " may be consufuct out of
e metal ncedké holder (80 mm 1ong,'W1th serow chuck' for aolding
needles; 20 cents each, no, 2978 Schasr and Comnpeny, Chicazo),
2 steel snedr paint ngodle (40 cents doz., nc., 3951 Central
- gelentific Cotpeny, Chicamo), a piede of rubber tubing 1/3 in.
inside diameter, a2nd o no.3 or no., 4 red sable point brush
(obtainable at any vsoint: store for 20-25 conts cach). Red
seble is 1ittle mora cxnensive than cemelts halr but is nmuch
more satisfactory in thet it wears longer and heg more "lifen
or spring. In placc ©f the woodon handle of the brush- onec
should subgtitute the motal necedle ‘holder, thc beck-cnd of
which is held in place by any ~ood metel cement. Then the
plece of rubber tubing should be sIlipped.over the hondle to
neke a larger, firmer grin. The ?nrlo 6f the necdlels spear
p01nt can be filed down to suit individual nre f“ronco. *Thon
:tho needle is- 1nsertpd, tho »usher is ready for usc

Shioman, Enmet E. Pushers, " In hendling indiVidual

. flies the writer has found
nﬂir of re ~u1 T dental forc cps hizhly sotisfactory. They are

about 15 cm. long, the points bzins sct at an angle sro about

17 mn, long. The spring tension mey be rcoducced by arinding on

the inner part of the springs necsr the bese. The writer hes

found them morc comfortable for long use and the voints stay .

in good elignment. Thcy may be obtqinud from arlj any store

hﬂndling dental and medicel supplies;

Mickey, Gearge H. Counting . Until reccntly a2t our

' El:ﬁg- e - Austin leborstories the -

most setisfactory vletes
on whlch to count flies has bben old glass photOfrﬁnhlc or lanw
tern slide plates which we rﬂ out of C“tv. At first they arc
ather to6 1light in color, causing roflection and glare, but
gradually bacomc darker the longer thcy ars cxooscd, Disdavente-
azes arc thet the color finelly turns too dark, the emulsion
wears off throurh sllding on thb teble top, Lnd tho vlatcs ~re
broken too oasily. We have Just rcceived some baked cnencl
plates from the Burdick Tnamel 8ign Commany, 36 South State
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Street, Chicago, which have none of thesc disadventarcs. These
new plates, made of 18 Gr. steel S x 5 inches in size, cither
have both sides covered with o medium dork grey baked cnanel or
have one side white and the other gray. In lots of 24 the price
1s 75 cents each, ' . -

(A plate of opague gless was found to be a very satisfactory
counting plate. It gives a rigld, smooth surfpoe of ood ontical
guality for examinina flies. Such =2 plate e=n bc cut to any size,
Opal gless orn be procurred from various supnly houses. - Editors).-

Muller, He Jo Fly morcue - ' In place'of thc usunl
o method of havings o Jar of
alcohol or other volstile fluild into which the flies to be dis-
cerded arc dropped throuch a nerrow slit, 1t is rmuch morc con-
venicnt to heve o broad dish containing a non-volatile oll,
The used oll from automobiles affords a convonlently obtained
medium. The opening may be protected by a widc-mesh wire grote
ing. The flice do not have to be brushed off 1in any exact men-
ner, but mey bc mercly Jorred off by knocking the porecelaln
plate against the screen with one motion of one hand. Rencwal-
1g seldom necessary and therc are no disturbing odors. Thils
method was uscd independently in Texas and in the USSR.

Mickey, George H.o Trays | A very satisfactory
for viéls container which has not

: been recported to DIS but
which has heen in use for handling flat bottomed shell vials,
is a round tray 11 in, across and 3 in. dcep, made of 20 Ca.
(or lighter) galvenized sheet iron. Such & tray csn bg washed
and sterilized repectedly =nd will last .indefinitely. Since

"1t holds sapproximately 100 vials, nodo more convenient method.

.- for handling end filling vials without sctually counting “thom
could be desired. Morcover, this contelner lends itself ad-
mirably to 2 method suggestcd by Altenberg of etherizing cul-
tures "en masse". For this, thc vials.nrc inverted in one
tray, covored with » towel half-saturated in cthor, end then
covered with snothor trey., THere is very littlc dengor of
ovor-ctherization snd the flies do not stick in tho food since
the vi=ls erc invorted., These "tins', as they =re cslled,
were constructed by o locsl tinner at a cost of 50 cents cach,

Bridges, C. B. Light =~ Light for the binoculer
. should fall on . the flics

snd white-gless plate as = brosd-base converging beem-whose

{ axis 1s =bout. 45° from the vertical, which =ngle gives least

- ~highlights and disturbing roflcctionsy” "A frosted 100 7 tung-

« gton globe focused through g 1l-liter globular water fleosek,
placed Vvery close to the fliés, is excellent. - o

. “ About 15 diameters sécms to be optimum magnificntion for
routinc binocular exmmin~tion of Drosonhila, sinec higher nag-
nifications heove so little depth of focus that specinl or con-
tinual refocussing i® ncceseory. Co




